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··'I 

FE~_gU.ARY 2 ( SUND~X) · - 2. !,. !i· FIEID_ TRIP . .f 

at La Honda. Meet at imtersectiori of 
Skyline Blvd. and La Honda Road. 

_Februa~_12.2.Q_ 

Alaska.) This is an outstanding film 
vri th a riot of color--habitat of the 
ruffed grouse •. moose • fox •· fighting 
buffalo and the 'IIJary grizzly bee.r. 

COME .Al\ID BRING YOTJR FRLi!NDS., 

FEBRUARY 11 (THURSDAY)- 8 P .. -M. REGULAR 
MEETING, Burlingame Recr;ati~n Center. 
Our president, Ruth Breckenridge, will 
op~n 'f:,ri th a short report of the Board 
meeting, followed by Gene Hebbron's new 
and revievr bird slides \<~hich are proving 
so helpful. An outstanding film on con­
servation will be sho~Jn \'lhich should 
prove both interestinr and enlightening. 
t·le hope to see you all there. 

FEBKLJARY 24 ( I'/J~JDNESDAY) 2. !::.· Ii· , Gene 
Hebbron, Leader of BIRD UALK* Meet at 
Coyote Point Yacht Harbo;Parking Lot. 

~. Shore birds. Come prepared forn~etn · 
: walking. 

FEBRUARY gz_ (SATURDAY) 8:'30 A.M .• • FIELg 
TRIP AT GAZOS CREEK. Meet at inter~ 
section of Skyline Blvd. and Half M~on 
Bay Road. Take lunch. 

(*Phone G-.Hebbron(Di 3~0415) if you 
are going on bird walks ) 

Q!l.R PRr~SID.illNT 1 S MESSAGE 

FEBRUARY 17 (I!EDNESD.AY) 9 A~J.VI~· BIP.D Too often vTe don't see the forest for 
viALK, G. &bbron, leader:- Meet at the trees. :.re en,joy the varied activ-
Coyote Point Yacht Harbor Parking Lot. 

1

.
1 

ities of Audubon Society, but we forget 
Shor~ .birds.* Come prepared for n't!1et" : · that the basic underlying principle, 
walk1ng. · · ·the very reason for existence, of our 
FEBRUARY !§. i.~HURSDAY) - 2. ;E.M,., ~ LUCK~ Society is conservation of natural 
DINNER; 8 P.M. SCREEN TOUR: !! resources. 

PCT-LUCK DINNER, .2_ t.£1. ?}18/60, jl 

at l'lashington School, Ho\'Jard Avenue, I If 'toJe do stop to think about conserva-
Burlinp·ame. !f you can come ori the spur t tion, "re usually sa.y to ourselves, 
of the moment do so, but if convenient ·1· ·''1·Jhat can I, as an individual, do about 
phone one of the following: ~·· conserva~ion?. Of c?urse I fe~l sad to 

1 -·~,see the beaut1ful ¥1r1ld areas 1n my 
Mrs. Alice Steele -----...:Di 4-831? 1 ·community destroyed, but how can I do 
f.ilrs. J.V1abel Lee ---------Di 2-2428 · i· anything about it? n 

Mrs. Oleta Dickinson----Em·6-7661 
i: 

SCREEN 1QI!E (following pot luck dinner) t 
8 P~IVI., San Mateo Hi.e-h School Auditorium i 
Dela;are at ~vu--e-A'~enue. Cleveland • l 
P .. Grant 'll!ill present "LAND OF EARLY I 
AUTUMN (high country of -;,u:-,.,;;t -;rur-in 1 

Your board of Directors, at the January 
meeting, decided that it is possible for 
our Society to do something constructive 
about conservation, and that it is ur­
gent to start before it is too late. A 
mot i.on ,,ras carried that the Sequoia 
Audubon Society, make as one of its 

(cont 1d. on page 2) 
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President2_Messa,ere (cont'd) 

. major projects, in co-operation '\r.rith 
other oreanizations, the development of 

. a procram of conservation of natural 
,resources in San Mateo County. 

A committee composed of Conservation 
Chairman Kathleen Ueber, J. Ed.IvlcClellan, i 
and Uill Harman t..ras appointed to ret this I 
program under\lray. This committee is : 
undertaking a herculean assignment and t 

-v.rill need the active help and coopera- ! 
:tion of all of us •. · ....... ·· l. 

.~i.:.. ·· _...;-Ruth Breckenridge 1 
. ' . ··~ . . .• ·-·' ...... ... ! .. 

REPORT. ON NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE I'· 
_.::: iBERKIDLEY·;··J.AmJARi 9 •. 196Q' · _> 

; . ' • .- . . • I 
~ .. 

Our delegates to .. >the ccbnfer.ence', 'Mrs. 
Jack Hebbron, .Jiiir~ J. -Ed McC'lelian, and 
Miss Ruth BI'e·ckenridge ,-'were requested 
to report on a major co~cern of Sequoia 
Audubon.Soc·i.e-ty. · ......... . 

i 
i 

i 
I 

t 

Pre.v:t:otis ·to· 'the conference. this matter I 
1rras dfscu·ss·ed at ·a :m'eetin~: ·of the dele;- I 
gates. and at the January meetin.g 'of the 
:Bo~r&..'·of~ Direct.or-s. · 1 

It wa:1 ~ii~:d~cFthat ·bur d9liigat9s sh<JU.ld 1

1 
present' as one of cur maj~r :P.roblems' 

. · :'•. ·.:.·,:·· 

the lack. of parti-o.ipat.:(on ... o.f:c.;oi:r;:.member-· ,· 

Among other interesting problems dis­
cussed at the conference \·rare youth 
education and leadership training pro-
grams. 

The delegates enjoyed this opportunity 
to meet and excha.nre ideas ui th Audubon 
members from other areas. The expert 
planninr of Bill Goodall did much to 
produce an efficient, well-organized, 
and productive conference. 

-- Ruth Breckenrid fe 

. FOR. }lATUR.JTi) PHOTOGRAPH:D11S 
. ·. ~ . 

Natu:re color slide. -;photographer~ who 
would-~njoy receiving wider recogni­
tion of their NOrk \~Yi).l_: be .intereste.d 
to hear of the First San Francisco 

a.) •. 

Internati.onal Colvr &1~_de :Exhi·bitio:n 
to be pres~r..ted 0y- .:;he, Photocb,;r_.9m.~ . 
Club in the Bay Region duril)g }1a~.cb.: . 

For those who 'tllr.ish to submit, ~n entry.-... 
for considerat.ion, ·the d·ead,li_ne is·.~. . ... 
February 2'9. A maximum of :rgii;r· .. color';····· 
slldes is allO'!iled. and m;:1y be ·:9n any 
n.~ture ·sul?jg),ct-·-?·irds ~ flower:s,: i~sect~, 
gec;>lofical su'bjects, etc •. The entry -
f~e. i.s $1 t'o cover ~he costs of the 
eXhibitio~ .. It i~ a non~prof.it oper­
ation ancf:ifhere is no,adtnissfon charge 

ship in ·societ'y ac·:avtt:ies·. ···· :;'e hav-e~.. ; 
excellent potential'.amOng our· ·membership. 1·.· 
but relatively fet•r take p~~~ in ~ctivit~ 
ies. ·... · · · ·.. · i 

for the 'ptiblic sl}o,.,ings. , 

The slides are to be judged by:a jury. 
panel·· of five. "inembers, one .. · o:r, t..rhcm is 
Phyllis Lindley. National Audubon 
Society Staff M~mber. The e~ibi~ion 
will ,.be comprised of about 350 top 
notch nature ... slides and ,,ill ~e px:o-· 
jected thrciur:·tt'out the B~r A~!a in · 

l 
Several'p~ssible 'solutions '11ere suggested. t 
limong ·them t-rere: . .. . i 

·1. The development . t;>f a regui~r. ~~ 
publicity feature, timely and 
interesting in character, and i 
reared to extend kno\'Tledf:·e of i 

'"" ·,:·~ the basic principles and ~~ms i 
. of Audubon Society.· , . .. . . \ 

: .. t -~-2.- The enla~genPnt of m:~rttbership; 
participation: within the,orga~~ 
ization espec~ally in commi'ttee .. 
activities. · · · ·· I 

I 
,:<3• : The estnbli shment of:~ ~erm~nent 1 

meeting place. ' 1 
. . ·.: _: ~ . I 

. i 

1ihen ,our delegates arrived in Berkeley, · t 
they :t;ound that a number of other · · ; 
Chapters were also attempting to solve . 
the problem of non-participation. 

,. 

March.. · · · ::. :. · 

Entry forms and information ·a.r~ avail­
able from ~etty Randall, 1931 Grant 
Ave'., San Fran.c,isco. J:l. 

KEEP THINKING .ABOUT .. 
AUDU130N C.AMP OF CALIFOBNLA 

. JUNE 19 -~ AUGUST 2'/ 
For information write Aq4ubon Camp, 
2426 Bancroft Uay. Berkeley 4~ ·'Calif_. · 

** ~·****~~*** ** ( . 

Robert Ruark, ttrri ter, hunter and Africa.n 
traveler has given up big-game hunting_•. · .. 
He ·now prefers ·-to shoot game 1rrith his··· -· 
camera. 
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adds a fe~J nehr ones. These are proving 
to be most helpful and some are begin­
nin~ to look like old friends. 

l'll~NTED A HOME 

Sequoia Audubon Society is in need of 
a permanent "home. " At the pre sent 
time the Socie.ty holds its meetings 
in one place, its pot-luck dinners in 
another, and its Board meetinF:s in 
still another! Its possessions are 
scattered here and there -- Fiesta 
Booth materials in a member·• s ~~:arage, 
an excellent library stored in the 
house of another, to say nothint of 
the tV'orthwhile exchange bulletins and 
other current materials \lhich members 
vrould enjoy if they couid be made 
available. 

Do IQ!!. have any suggestions? If so, 
please contact one of the members of 
the "home hunting" committee -- Mr. 
J. Ed. IvlcClellan, Mr. ~Jill Harman, Ol" 

Mrs. Nargaret Bump. 
-- R. Breckenridge 

NOTIC:rl! 

The Hamilton Naturalist 1 s ~1~1:1 i J 

sponsoring an Internation~l EihiJition 
of Nature Photography in A}.)ri: 1~6·:,). 
One of the purposes of this ven~'l:r3 
is to bring to the attention of th3 
public the need of saving our fe'ttl 

remaining natural beauty areas. l•!e 
hO'pe to have photography from rra::::.y 
pa.rt s of the \lTorlci. 

Entry forms may be had by ov1ri ting· to: 

M::. ~TohL. Giles, Exhibition Cltairman, 
I~teln'=l·:,ional Exhibition of Nature 

Photofraphy, 
HamiltJn Naturalists~ Club, 
Main Post Office, Box )84, 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

-- Robert 0. Elstone 
President, Hamilton 
Naturalists• Club 
********************~ 

Re)2ort on Re,e:ular Meetinr;::, Jan. 14,1960 

Our sincere thanks to Mr. and JI.Irs. 
Hebbron for a delightful evening. Gene 
showed her new and review bird slides. 
At each meeting she ·shows a fet" bird 
slides ,,,e have previously seen and then 

Following the bird slides, the Hebbrons 
sho~red their slides of Hawaii. Most 
of these were pictures of the plant 
life of the Islands and were indes­
cribably lovely. 

--- Ida B. Smith 

CONSERVATION NOTES 
By Kathleen Weber 

COUNTY C.QNSJ?RVA'l,ION - To preserve our 
county forested areas, proper policing 
of the public beach areas, and the use 

l. of the edges of the bay for migratory 
i birds ~Tere some of the items mentioned 
·· ~1hen the Sequoia Chapter Conservation 
i Committee met January 16. 

! 
i 

One of the most important points the 
comn;littee felt was to build up personal 
·contacts ,.11th the proper people so that 
we can achieve t~ese goals and others 
for the good of ~11 the pe0ple in the 
country. These coLtacts ~~st be kept 
fresh and aliv€, and members of m1r 
chapter should b:3 i.'l~erested in attend­
ing meetings o:: +.he Planning Commission, 
.Board of Supe~vi 3cr'J, 11ecreation Depart-·· 
ment. etc. , s0 t~1at '~e will be a\·rare of 
conservation action in our area and \'Till 
be able to present an~r plans l!e have 
concerning conserva'tion. 

Several members vJill be needed to assist 
the Conservation Committee along these 
lines. If interested people will please 
call or drop one of the follo\'Jing a line 
saying, "I am willing to help" -

Jed McClellam · 
1356 Bernal Ave. 
Burlingame (Di 3-3486) 

Vlill Harmon 
656 Cedar St. 
San Carlos (Ly 3-6040) 

Kathleen ~Ieber 
879 College Ave. 
l.fenlo Park (Da 3-9817) 

' ' 

i the project \'ITill be an easy and most 
l \..rorthwhile one. 
I 
! 



~ I ' I 

: ~S=E...,W.U_O;;..:I::.;;A~B-U.-L=L~;;;;;.H T;;;....:I;: • .-N.~-----------·4 ___ . ------------- VOL. 12 No. :tL .. 
CONSERVATION NOTES by Kathleen Weber, 
Corit _1 d. 

TOXIC PESTICIDES 

The development and-use of_poisons-for 
kil'ling plants and insects has far out.­
stripped facilities to fully test the 
chemicals for all possible immediate 
and long-term harmful effects on humans 
and other life, according 'to the \vildlifel 
Management Institute. ! 

I 
t The volume of all plant and insect poi­

sons being used for control purposes in 
the U. s. has risen at least seven times 
above the 1940 level. , ·Most chemicals in 
use today v1ere not on·~~~-m~rket before 
vlorld ·;J8 r I I, and more than. 60 have been 
developed ,.ir the pas\: fet~r_ years. Hore 
.than one bi: 'li0n pOU:nds of ch,emi.cal 
poisons are being used on farms· each year~ 

.' ' . . ! 

Fe"r states effectively regulate .. _the poi- ,~ 
sons. Under lat~, the manufacturers print 
instruct ions for use on the pac.kage 
labels and there the responsibility ends.J 

i 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture \-ras i 

widely crit~cised for the Federal-Sta.te ! 
project· 'in the Southeast for the complete\ 
eradicaticn of the imported fire ant, I 
which,. in s0rr.e areas, is ~lassified as ! 
an agricultrr·pJ. peste ·Heptachlor, the ! 

· ]loison. that Le.~ been used nos·::~h:l'B causei~ 
die-offs of l9.rF e numbers of !Jirds, fish ' 
and other ani'inal life f ollmvinf s6me 
operationsc Livestock and farm pets 
also have been killed. Only. after bit­
terly attacking its critics did the U.S. 
D. A. relucte.ntly so-mevJha t reduce the 
aerial dosage level. 

,.:,· 

Now af,t.~ ~housands of acres have been .·: · 
treated, researcpers have found that the ; 
violently poisopous heptachlor breaks ; 
down under. expo.sed conditions. to an even . . ..- ,. . .,, . f 
mo.re toxic compound, heptachlor epoxide. ; 
These two compo:unds .. have been found in l 
milk, in the tissues of beef animals, and! 
om grains, fruits, vegetable;s, and for- l 

··.. ·, . . 
age crpps. ..,. ! 

... *****::' ' . 1 

t·Janted for the Bulletin:· .. :~··1'-iore obser- I 
vat ions of birds \in your gar~en! f 

.:>' ! 
v• , . 

Please send them to theed it or 'of the 
B11llet in about Fe brnciry:· 20. · :( . 

. '-. -~:· 

·· ..... ~ : . 

RElHlOOD S THREAT~~NED 

The California Division of Beaches 
and Parks is attemptinf an all-out 
effort to save the finest stand of 
giant redt'IToods~ in the State, the 
Rockefeller Grove in Humbolat Redwoods 
State Park. These irreplaceable 
Sequoia· sempervirens are threatened 
by the rapidly advancing erosion of 
the :Bull Creek \'llatershed, se~ into 
motion by the logging off of the 
natural protection of trees and under­
growth. This year, 25 virgin.redwood 
trees wer~ destr~yed. · 

The Divi"'lion ple.ns call for a~qui.si­
tio~ of 18,000. ·acres of loggt::d.-over 
land in the Bull ~creek watershed, 
reforestation of this area, .and the 
construction of·small dams to elimin­
ate floods. Further development of 
this land for recreational use is also 
envisi"oned. 

1959 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENstLS 

In number of species noted, our 
1959 Christmas census, conducted 
on January 2, 1960, was unprecedented, 
yielding 164 different varieties. 
B-:.:~.1': nu.m"Jer c:f birds listed ( somet·Jhat 
loss than 10,000) was not impressive. 
To a certain eYtent this latter may 
reflect the paucity of observers. 
Nevertheless, it seems real tha.t birds 
were considerably scarce. 

It has been postulated that unusual 
\\reather accounted for the freakish 
nature of the count. 

A storm, just before Christmas, drove 
the vanguard of t~e northern birds 
into the Bay area. But the mod·erate 
temperatures and cloudless skies which 
immediately succ~eded caused some 
summer visitors to linger. 

Over and above the i~termingling just 
described t·ras ·a very unusual· scattering 
of species which resulted in ·one or 
two individuals of differe~t kinds · 
·occurring in our area wl!ere normally 

. . . . ·1: . 

(continued on pa~·e 5) 

- ~-.... 
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1959 Christmas Bird _Coun't!. (Cent~ 

thet are never seen. Were the general 
aridity of the last "rainy" season and 
the lonr dry fall of 1959 factors? 

~lorthy of special mention are: 

1. 

2. 

). 

A hooded oriole - summer 
resirtent lingering as a free 
loader at the feeding tray of 
Mrs. Winona Sears, San Carlos. 

'Jande ring tattler, green heron, 
Florida gallinule, yellow-breaste 
chat, surf~bird, Forster's tern­
all, staying. on to enjoy the mild 
"''eather, perhaps. 

Snow goose, white-fronted goose, 
blue-winred teal, cinnamon teal­
strays into our circle. 

Possible species not counted, due to 
limited time under scrutiny, were: 
bittern, red-breasted nuthatch, and 
Virginia rail. 

Three yellm-.r-billed magpies were on the 
coast, but outside our census circle. 

·strays from Colorado? Some years ago, 
a yellow-billed magpie lived for days 
off the largess of food scraps at a down 
to1r1n Red'I;'Jood City drive-in restaurant. 

Nell and Les Sleeper savJ some 12 star­
lings in the vicinity of Pescadero on 
the Thursday preceding our count. 
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STATED FUP~OSES OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON 
SOCLJTY 

The purposes and objects of the National 
Audubon Society shall be to engage in 
qny SU.ch educational, scientific, in­
vestigation, literary, historical, phil­
anthroPic and charitable pttrsuits as may 
be included 'lrri thin the fo1lm~ing: 

1. To arouse through education public 
reco~nition of the value of and need 
for protecting "''ild birds and other 
animals, plants, soil, and lrJater, as 
'IJ!rell as the interdependence of these 
several natural resources. 

2. To study and conduct research \•ri th 
relation to the scientific facts, 

_a knowledge of 1r1hich is essential 
to the formulation of sound policies 
in the field of conservation. 

3. To foster recognition of the need 
for preservation of such environ­
mental conditions as ample food, 
water and cover, on the maintenance 
of which animals and plants depend 
for survival. 

4 •. To foster the-preservation of ade­
quate stock of native animals and 
plants, so that no species may become 
threatened with extinction. 

5. To promote the protection and preser­
vation of natural resources, includ­
ing the encouragement, establishment 
and maintenance of nature sancturies. 

Only "billboard" type species have been 6. 
recognized. Experts who could have iden 
tified with confidence more obscurely 
marked species \1Tould have probaoly aug­
mented a most unusual count. 

To publish and distribute documents 
as a means of disseminating informa­
tion about the subjects mentioned 
above or related matters. 

Note: 

-- Neil B. Dickinson 

It is planned to publish in the 
February bulletin a list of the 
birds counted. 

lO.(cont'd from opposite column) Tb co­
operate, as occasion promts Hi th national, 
and state conservation agencies, and with·,. 
private associations devoted to the in­
terests of conservation and to education~~ 
in the field of natural resot~ces. 

. 

?. To hold meetings, lectures and exhi­
bitions, and to develop and maintain 
a library, in the interest of the 
conservation of natural resources. 

8. To establish and maintain such 
educational projects as nature trails, 
exhibits, tours and camps. 

9. To encourage the organization of 
branches and other affiliated groups 
in sympathy \1i th the se stated aims. 

(continued opposite column) 
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